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List of Persons providing Testimony: 
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Jennifer Goff 
Edith Carroll 
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NOTE 1: 
Pages 2-37 of “In re: US 301 Project Development Public Hearing” 
text has not been reproduced in this section, as it contains only the 
spoken introduction to the project and no oral testimony.  The full 
text of this portion of the hearing transcript is included in 
Appendix I.

NOTE 2:  Exhibits follow the final page of the petition. 
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Response to Richard Wooleyhan:

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

(continued on next page)
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Response to Jennifer Goff:

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

Your reasons for the request are noted. 
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Response to Edith Carroll: 

Thank you for your statement. 

(begins on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

We acknowledge receipt of the petition bearing 285 signatures.  The petition is 
included at the end of this section.   

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response To Anna Wooleyhan: 

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to Dave Goff: 

We acknowledge receipt of the journal articles (listed on page 80 of the transcript 
document). 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

Your testimony as a physician to the stress relocation causes and to the effects of 
Tako-Tsubo syndrome are noted.  Your assessment of the effects of vibration on 
those whose awareness of their surroundings is dependent upon sensing vibrations 
is also noted. 
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Response to Mark Carroll: 

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to Steve Carroll: 

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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RESPONSE TO CHUCK OTT:

Thank you for your statement. 

The rationale and justification for the selection of Green North as DelDOT’s 
recommended preferred alternative are well-documented in the DEIS (Chapter V).  
The recommendation was based on a balanced overview which included a 
comparison of the impacts to the natural environment (wetlands and waters of the 
US, potential bog turtle habitat and forests), social and economic impacts (property 
acquisition, relocations, community and community facilities), cultural resources 
(physical, noise and visual effects) and the feasibility and restraints of the 
engineering design (ability to meet project purpose and need, design complexity, 
construction costs) of various elements of the roadway.   When compared to the 
Green South Alternative, the differences in environmental impacts were that the 
Green North has lower wetlands, forest and stream impacts and has less potential to 
disrupt the habitats of wetland dependent wildlife.  Green North also has a single, 
shorter and more perpendicular crossing of Scott Run than Green South.  For these 
reasons, DNREC did not support the Green South Alternative.   The Green North 
Alternative represents, in the opinion of the resource and regulatory agencies, the 
best solution to the existing need. 

 (continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT is proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment 
of new US 301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the 
DP&L corridor from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of 
the Whitehall properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner 
Road.  DelDOT is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will 
compensate for the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and 
forest, in coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in 
the mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

During final design, the elevation of the roadway in this location will be evaluated 
further in a effort to keep the profile as low as reasonably possible.  A visual 
earthen berm is proposed between the community and new US 301 to minimize 
visual and noise impacts.  

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page) 

During the final design phase, DelDOT will evaluate the practicality of constructing 
the berm prior to construction of the roadway or as a part of the initial phase in the 
sequence of construction. 

DelDOT will continue to evaluate the feasibility of extending the berm during final 
design. The berm is currently not proposed where the roadway will be below-grade. 

DelDOT  is currently in the design phase of planned improvements in this area 
(Jamison Corner Road reconstruction, Route 412A realignment, Lorewood Grove 
Road reconstruction) that are included in the Capital Transportation Plan (refer to 
DEIS, Chapter I, Section C.5.g.).   
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Response To Janice Biddle:

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to Loraine Green:

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the previous response to Richard Wooleyhan.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

Option 4B Modified does not impact either the Wooleyhan or Emerson farms. 
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Response To Representative Cathcart:

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT has been proactive in seeking to inform and get feedback from the 
communities and public, in general, and specifically with those who are potentially 
affected by all of the alternatives, throughout the life of this study.  In addition, 
DelDOT has maintained a dialogue with the elected officials whose constituents 
will be impacted by this project, and, in turn, we appreciate your involvement and 
support for your constituents and the citizens of Delaware. 

We have listened and will continue to listen and respond to the comments we have 
received.  We will continue work together with the communities of Chesapeake 
Meadow, Airmont, Ratledge Road and others, as well as with individual property 
owners, many of whom we have heard from during public testimony, to develop a 
final preferred alternative that will include the best efforts to minimize impacts to 
all while considering environmental resources. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you, on behalf of those people whom 
we have heard here tonight, to provide the best solution for all concerned. 
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Response to Senator Steve Amick:

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT has been proactive in seeking to inform and get feedback from the 
communities and public, in general, and specifically with those who are potentially 
affected by all of the alternatives, throughout the life of this study.  In addition, 
DelDOT has maintained a dialogue with the elected officials whose constituents 
will be impacted by this project, and, in turn, we appreciate your involvement and 
support for your constituents and the citizens of Delaware. 

We have listened and will continue to listen and respond to the comments we have 
received.  We will continue work together with the communities of Chesapeake 
Meadow, Airmont, Ratledge Road and others, as well as with individual property 
owners, many of whom we have heard from during public testimony, to develop a 
final preferred alternative that will include the best efforts to minimize impacts to 
all while considering environmental resources. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you, on behalf of those people whom 
we have heard here tonight, to provide the best solution for all concerned. 
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Response to Wayne Usilton:

Thank you for your statement. 

The volume of traffic projected to use the Summit Bridge daily in 2030 with the 
Green Alternative with the Spur Road is 59,500; under the No-Build condition the 
volume is 65,000.  Therefore, the Green Alternative with the Spur Road is projected 
to provide some relief to traffic on Summit Bridge in 2030.  While both of these 
projections represent a significant increase over existing daily volume of 26,300, 
the level of service (LOS) on Summit Bridge is projected to be LOS D during peak 
hours with the Green with the Spur Road, which is still considered acceptable. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Improvements are programmed to relieve congestion at the I-95/SR 1 interchange, 
which include the construction of direct ramps between I-95 and SR 1 in both 
directions, separating through traffic from local traffic.  These improvements are 
scheduled for construction beginning in the fall 2009, with completion anticipated 
by the end of 2012, well in advance of the projected completion of US 301 
(2015/2016). The new interchange was designed to relieve existing congestion and 
accommodate future traffic volumes. The connection of US 301 to SR 1 was 
considered in developing the design concept for the new interchange 
improvements.  An additional lane (5th lane in each direction) is currently under 
construction on I-95 from SR 1 to SR 141.  

The Red Alternative, which followed the ridge route and SR 896, crossing the C&D 
Canal on the Summit Bridge, was evaluated during the planning process but was 
not retained for detailed evaluation.  Reasons for not retaining the Red Alternative 
included: 
� it does not accommodate the 65% of traffic on US 301 that is destined for points 

to the northeast 
� it would require additional lanes on the Summit Bridge to accommodate 

increased traffic volumes 
� it did not provide direct access to SR 1 
� it would have required major improvements to the SR 896/I-95 interchange and 

tie-in to Old Baltimore Pike 
� it had identified impacts to Section 4(f) resources 
� it would have been the costliest to construct 
� required the most difficult maintenance of traffic and inconvenience to travelers 

during construction.   
The full explanation for nor retaining the Red Alternative are in the DEIS, Section 
II.B.2.a. 

The interchange at Armstrong Corner Road is designed to allow local access to 
businesses and residences on the north side of Middletown. 
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Response to Susan Love: 

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT does not recommend an on-alignment alternative for the project. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

A visual earth berm is proposed between Middletown Village and the new US 301 
roadway.  The berm will provide visual screening for the community, as well as 
provide a measure of noise abatement.  The proposed earth berm is 2,000 feet long 
and 16 feet high.  Final dimensions of the berm will be determined during final 
design with the goal being to minimize the visual impacts to the neighborhood.  
Construction of the earth berm will also eliminate noise impacts for western 
Middletown Village. 

All project landscaping will be developed during the final design of the project. 

Reforestation locations will be chosen to optimize the future regrowth of forest 
lands and in accordance with guidance provided by the Delaware Code, Title 17, 
Sections 201-211 (Landscaping and Reforestation Act).  DelDOT plans to conduct 
reforestation on the isolated triangle to which you refer as part of its required 
reforestation package. DelDOT will consider your request to plant this reforestation 
area in advance of construction.  We will do all that is possible to protect the trees 
along Woodline Drive. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

The noise analysis shows that for most locations in Middletown Village, there 
would be no measured impacts from the new US 301.  Specifically, the current 
daily volume of traffic on Bunker Hill Road is 4,000 vehicles.  The projected 2030 
daily traffic for Bunker Hill Road under the Green North Alternative is 6,900, 
which represents a 58 percent decrease from the daily traffic projected to use 
Bunker Hill Road under the No-Build Alternative.  Due to the relatively low 
volumes projected to utilize Bunker Hill Road and the distance (more than 1,600 
feet from the nearest property in Middletown Village), there were no predicted 
noise impacts from the Bunker Hill Road overpass.    

Stormwater management facilities will be designed and constructed to manage 
roadway runoff and hydrology altered by the construction of the berm.  During final 
design, more specifics regarding the potential stormwater management facilities 
and drainage features will be developed to ensure the proposed roadway will not 
increase the potential for flooding in the area. 

DelDOT is proposing lighting of the highway only at interchanges and toll plazas; 
additional lighting will be installed if safety concerns warrant.  The final decisions 
on lighting will take place during final design.  In addition, highway lighting would 
be shielded from residential areas. 

A refined Preferred Alternative is presented in the Final EIS, and commitments 
regarding minimization and mitigation of impacts will be memorialized in the 
Record of Decision which is anticipated to be signed following the availability of 
the FEIS and a subsequent review period.  Final engineering and design of the 
roadway will be guided by those commitments, as will construction.  At various 
stages in the final design process, DelDOT will meet with those directly and 
indirectly affected by the project to review the design plans and secure their input. 

 (continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

New signals will be placed as traffic warrants their installation. 

If traffic warrants are met, the signal for Doc Levinson Drive at US 301 will be 
installed as a part of the improvements on US 301 from Middleneck Road to 
Peterson Road (refer to State Contract 25-128-04).  There is no active study or 
design for a signal at US 301/Ash Boulevard, and past studies showed it did not 
meet warrants.  Hopefully, the signal at Doc Levinson Drive will divert some traffic 
there.

RESPONSE TO JORGE VELASQUEZ:

DelDOT will make every effort to protect the line of trees along Woodline Drive. 

There is no anticipated impact to the existing stormwater pond; additional 
stormwater management facilities will also be constructed to manage roadway 
runoff and hydrology altered by the construction of the berm. 

(continued on next page) 
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This petition copied in the following pages was referenced during Public Testimony 
on January 9, 2007 as a part of Edith Carroll’s testimony. 
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This section contains the exhibits presented by
Richard Wooleyhan (Exhibit 1) and 

Dave Goff (Exhibits 2-9) 

Exhibit 1 (BACK) is included opposite. 
Exhibits 2 – 9 are on the following pages. 

Exhibit 1 (FRONT) is included following Exhibits 2-9. 
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Response to Donald Cooke 

Thank you for your statement.  

The alignment of the Spur Road was shifted to the west to accommodate the 
construction of the visual screening berm.  The toe of the berm will be at least 100 feet 
from any property lines at the southern end of Chesapeake Meadow, where it will be the 
closest.

The proposed berm would be 11 feet high in this location; continuous safety fencing 
will also be installed on both sides of the Spur Road to prevent pedestrian access to the 
highway. 

Response to Robert McCoy

Thank you for your statement. 

We appreciate the support of the Welfare Foundation and Whitehall Delaware, LLC, for 
the farmers in the Ratledge Road area.  DelDOT has worked with the environmental 
resource agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors 
in the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the 
Preferred Alternative that will avoid and/or minimize, to the greatest extent possible, 
impacts to active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during the 
Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the distance 
between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 1,500 feet east of 
the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as Option 1)].  DelDOT is 
committed to working with the environmental resource agencies, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in the Ratledge Road community to 
develop an alignment for this portion of the Green North Alternative that will minimize, 
to the greatest extent possible, impacts to active farmlands and minimize impacts to the 
wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware 
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News Journal and the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the 
existing environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have 
been held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 301 
in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor from 
south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall properties, 
where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT is also 
proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for the increased 
impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in coordination with the 
resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the mitigation package are included 
in the FEIS and ROD. 

Response to Paul Lower 

Thank you for your statement.  

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s issuance 
of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and right-of-way acquisition is 
estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction following, beginning 
in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to complete depending on 
funding. 
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Response to Sandra Reddy 

Thank you for your statement.  

DelDOT recognizes that the new roadway on its new alignment will have an adverse 
effect on some members of the community, including your neighbors.  We appreciate 
your concern and your request to move the alignment to avoid impacts to properties in 
your neighborhood.  We may not be able to accommodate all of these requests, but we 
will evaluate your request, as well as others of a similar nature, during the next phase of 
design for the project.   The loss of active farmland and open space is an issue of 
concern to DelDOT as well.  During the design phase, we will continue to work to  
minimize the impact of the roadway on the community, farmlands, and the natural 
environment.   
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Response to Sandra Reddy (continued):

Planning for US 301 has continued off and on for many years, and, with the Spur Road, 
the western portion of US 301 does follow the originally-recommended route for the 
new alignment near Midland Farms.  

DelDOT will be considering wildlife passages in the design of new US 301 to 
accommodate the movement of wildlife; the locations of these passages will be finalized 
during final design. 

Finally, DelDOT obtained sufficient right-of-way when it purchased the property along 
the ridge route to accommodate a pedestrian/bicycle pathway.  Based on comments 
received from members of the community, we will consider the accommodation of a 
combined pedestrian/bicycle path in the design of the Spur Road.  Additionally, during 
final design, stormwater management facilities may include swales and roadside 
ditches, rather than ponds, thereby lessening the associated impacts. 
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Response to Mark Lasko

Thank you for your statement 

Response to Betty Baker

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during the 
Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the distance 
between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 1,500 feet east of 
the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as Option 1)].  DelDOT is 
committed to working with the environmental resource agencies, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in the Ratledge Road community to 
develop an alignment for this portion of the Green North Alternative that will minimize, 
to the greatest extent possible, impacts to active farmlands and minimize impacts to the 
wetland area.   



US 301 Project Development 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Section 5. Private Testimony – January 9, 2007 Page 7 of 23

Response to Betty Baker (continued):

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and the 
Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing environment 
in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been held to discuss 
ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the affected farm 
properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 301 
in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor from 
south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall properties, 
where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT is also 
proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for the increased 
impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in coordination with the 
resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the mitigation package are included 
in the FEIS and ROD. 

Response to Tom Young: 

Thank you for your statement.  

The ability to collect tolls on new US 301 in the vicinity of the Maryland/ Delaware 
state line is integral to the overall tolling concept for the new US 301.  Rather than 
passing vehicles through two toll plazas, the Green North Alternative brings traffic into 
SR 1 north of the Biddles Corner Toll Plaza.  Another option under consideration at this 
time is the collection of tolls through Open Road Tolling (ORT), where collection is 
accomplished by reading an in-vehicle transponder (EZ-Pass) or by photographing 
license plates.  In either case, the collection of tolls would not result in the creation of a 
new branch in DelDOT since toll collection is already consolidated within its own unit 
in DelDOT.  
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Response to Tom Young (continued): 

We appreciate your preference for the Purple Alternative and the reasons you have for 
preferring it over the Green North Alternative.  The reasons for DelDOT’s 
recommendation of Green North as the preferred alternative, and the reasons why the 
other alternatives were not recommended, are documented in Chapter V of the DEIS, in 
the public workshops and public hearings displays and handouts, and in Chapter II of 
the FEIS.   

DelDOT does not intend to collect tolls twice on US 301 from vehicles using the 
facility.  Bypassing the existing SR toll plaza has always been included in the project.  

DelDOT continues to explore funding options, in light of the shortfall in funding for 
transportation projects.   

DelDOT has considered the locations of existing and planned communities in the 
planning of the alignments of all of the alternatives.  We agree that existing 
communities and the potential impacts to them are more important than those still in the 
planning stages.  Consideration is also given to existing natural resources.   
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Response to Tom Young, Jr:

Thank you for your statement. 

The new US 301 is proposed as a toll facility; i.e., those who use the facility will pay for 
the facility.  Tolls are also collected as a means to contribute to the funding of the 
roadway; i.e. used to pay off revenue bonds sold to fund the project.   

Local roadway connections will still be available, toll free, for local trips. 
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Response to Cindy Marando:

Thank you for your statement. 

Generally, right-of-way acquisition is anticipated to begin in fiscal year 2008, following 
the receipt of the Record of Decision (ROD) and the announcement of the Selected 
Alternative.  In the case of hardship or protective buying, early acquisition will be 
accomplished following application and review of the request by the Department on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Future changes in property values along the new US 301 corridor cannot be predicted 
nor can the values associated with such changes be determined, because other factors 
along with the highway will influence those changes.  DelDOT will design the new US 
301 to avoid or minimize the effects of the new highway on property values to the best 
extent possible.    
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Response to Linda Bonet: 

Thank you for your statement. 

The construction of an additional lane on existing US 301, between Peterson Road and 
Mount Pleasant, has been evaluated by the Project Team.  The alignment would have to 
be designed to avoid three historic properties along the existing alignment, and potential 
impacts to businesses and residences would be extraordinary.  

The installation of a toll collection facility on the existing US 301 roadway, with its 
many access points, would not provide a reliable method of collection. 
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Response to Linda Bonet (continued) 

The area to the west of Middletown Village is not anticipated to be disturbed for the 
construction of the US 301 project.   

Visual and noise impacts for the residents of Middletown Village will be mitigated with 
the provision of a visual earthen berm between Middletown Village and the new US 301 
roadway.  The berm will provide visual screening for the community, as well as provide 
a measure of noise reduction.  The proposed earth berm is 2,000 feet long and 16 feet 
high.  Final dimensions of the berm will be determined during the final design.  
Construction of the earth berm will also eliminate noise impacts for western 
Middletown Village. 

Landscaping will be determined during final design for the project, as will project 
lighting.  Currently, lighting is only proposed for the roadway at interchanges and toll 
plazas.

DelDOT will meet with those directly and indirectly affected by the project to review 
the design plans and secure their imput. 
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Response to Chip Irons:

See also the responses to Andye Daley’s public testimony, January 8, 2007, in Section 
1, pages 4-15. 

Thank you for your statement. 

We appreciate your preference for the different options in the Armstrong Corner Road 
area and the reasons you have for preferring them for the Green North Alternative.  The 
reasons for DelDOT’s preference is documented in Chapter V of the DEIS and in 
Chapter II of the FEIS. 

Local access to the Spur Road is not proposed in order to discourage increased 
development west of US 301.  Local traffic in southern Middletown is projected to use 
the spur, having only to pay the ramp toll (a small percentage of the overall toll) for 
access to and from the spur.   
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Response to Peggy Thomas: 

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT will continue to include directly or indirectly affected communities and the 
public during the final design process.   
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Response to Nancy Leonard: 

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT will continue to include directly or indirectly affected communities and the 
public during the final design process.    

Response to Landon Carroll: 

Thank you for your statement. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during the 
Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the distance 
between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 1,500 feet east of 
the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as Option 1)].  DelDOT is 
committed to working with the environmental resource agencies, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in the Ratledge Road community to 
develop an alignment for this portion of the Green North Alternative that will minimize, 
to the greatest extent possible, impacts to active farmlands and minimize impacts to the 
wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and the 
Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing environment 
in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been held to discuss 
ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the affected farm 
properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 301 
in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor from 
south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the . 
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Whitehall properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  
DelDOT is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate 
for the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the mitigation 
package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

Response to John McTaggart: 

See also the response to Andye Daley in Section 1: Public Testimony – January 8, 2007, 
pages 4-15. 

Thank you for your statement. 

In the process that was used for the US 301 Project Development effort, alternatives evolve over 
time.  Alternatives are proposed and eliminated (like the Blue Alternatives) and alternatives 
change (the addition of the spur to the Purple and Green Alternatives), based on continued 
analysis and public and agency input.  

The public was informed of the Range of Alternatives, the Retained Alternatives, the 
Recommended Preferred Alternative and the Preferred Alternative.  The Green Alternative 
(including a north and south option) has been under consideration from the beginning of the 
process and the Green + Spur option has been under consideration since December 2005 when the 
Retained Alternatives were announced.  The addition of the Spur Road presented to the public at 
the December 2005 public workshops, was presented in considerable detail at the February 2006 
“Issues” workshop, including its Purpose and Need, benefits, etc., and again at the April 2006 
public workshops.  The Green North + Spur was the Recommended Preferred Alternative 
announced by DelDOT in November 2006, as noted in the DEIS, and was presented as such at the 
January 2007 Combined Location-Design Public Hearings. Additionally, after every 
workshop/hearing, the Project Team mailed extensive documentation to community leaders 
including those from Chesapeake Meadow.  DelDOT has been aware of the community’s “no 
spur” position as a result of the comments and petitions received during the workshops’ comment 
periods, including those from residents in Chesapeake Meadow and others. 
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Response to John McTaggart (continued) 

The Spur Road was added because:  
(1) it balances the available capacities of the Summit Bridge, SR 1 bridge and St. Georges Bridge 
crossings of the C&D Canal;  
(2) its addition provided flexibility in addressing the sharp curve and signal at the base of Summit 
Bridge at the intersection of SR 896, US 301, and SR 15; and  
(3) it will accommodate the 35% of through traffic that was identified in the Origin & Destination 
Survey,  and confirmed by traffic projections, as desiring to access points directly north, while the 
US 301 mainline will accommodate the 65% of through traffic wishing to access I-95 and points 
to the northeast.    

DelDOT will continue to consider the feasibility of adding a greenway trail adjacent to the east 
side of the Spur Road.  Changes to the typical section of the Spur Road, such as an adjustment 
of the width of the median or reduced clearances could be evaluated to provide some additional 
outside width and include the proposed trail within the right-of-way without additional property 
acquisition.
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Response to Brad Barrie:

Thank you for your statement. 

Please see the responses to Susan Love’s Public Testimony, January 9, 2007. 

DelDOT has committed to minimizing impacts to resident surrounding the proposed US 
301 through the installation of visual screening berms that will also provide a measure 
of noise reduction.  The berms are anticipated to be landscaped.  Landscaping will be 
determined during final design, as will lighting, which is proposed in areas of safety 
concern and for interchange and toll areas only.   
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Response to Clarence Johnson:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Molly Smith:

Thank you for your comments. 

We will consider your request based on the guidelines for roadway design. 

All properties within noise-sensitive areas were analyzed for noise impacts.  
Mitigation was evaluated according to DelDOT’s Transportation Noise Policy, 
which is detailed in the DEIS on page III-82 (Section III.D.2.b).  Unfortunately, 
your property does not meet the criteria for noise abatement.  A visual screening 
berm, which would provide a measure of noise impact relief, was not considered 
for your property because of right-of-way constraints, highway elevation and/or 
cost constraints. 

Changes in drainage designs/stormwater management that will be detailed during 
final design may affect your property beyond that which is currently envisioned.  
DelDOT will continue to coordinate with you during the final design process. 
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Response to John Bentley:

Thank you for your comments. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response To Kamal Daltano:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Comment of Edith Chas (copied for legibility): 

I have attended several meetings and it seems that DelDOT has recommended the 
Green Route where I am located at the end of the lane on the Rausch Farm.  My 
husband built our home and I have been here 54 years.  He passed away 6 years 
ago.  I would think that if the route was moved a little further east towards Boyds 
Corner it would not involve the Rausch Farm House my home and it could 
crossover Boyds Corner Road go through a wooded area and not disturb the 
Wooleyhan property.  This route would save the state a considerable amount of 
money and not have to give up valuable farm land which we so desperately need. 

Response to Edith Chas:

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

The alignment of Option 4B Modified will not take your home.   
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Response to Joan and Pete Lisinski:

Thank you for your comment. 

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s 
issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and right-of-way 
acquisition is estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction 
following, beginning in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to 
complete depending on funding. 
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Response to Eric Spencer:

Thank you for your comment. 

DelDOT  is currently in the design phase of planned improvements in this area 
(Jamison Corner Road reconstruction, Route 412A realignment, Lorewood Grove 
Road reconstruction) that are included in the Capital Transportation Plan (refer to 
DEIS, Chapter I, Section C.5.g.).  These plans may include widening the roadway 
to two 12-foot lanes with 8 foot shoulders and a multi-use path. 

Suggestions have also been made by several of Airmont’s residents to improve the 
intersection of Hyetts Corner Road, Jameson Corner Road, and Lorewood Grove 
Road.
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Response To Mark Washington:

Thank you for your comment. 

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s 
issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and right-of-way 
acquisition is estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction 
following, beginning in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to 
complete depending on funding. 

Whether new US 301 is constructed in segments or in its entirety, the sequence of 
construction and the schedule for construction will be determined as the availability 
of funding is firmed up.  As the design phase proceeds, DelDOT will maintain as 
many options as possible for the construction.  Once funding issues are resolved, 
the Department will announce the approach to building new US 301. 
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Response to Robert Welch:

Thank you for your comment.   

Suggestions have been received from impacted property owners on both sides of 
new US 301, requesting DelDOT look at moving the alignment to avoid their 
specific property.  Clearly, both sides cannot be accommodated.  The roadway has 
been shifted from the Middletown Village community to provide the distance 
needed to construct a visual berm for the community.  During final design, 
DelDOT will review the alignment in this location and evaluate the potential to 
further lower impacts to Middletown Village. 
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Response to Betty Baker:

Thank you for your comment.   

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during the Public 
Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the distance between 
Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 1,500 feet east of the 
alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed 
to working with the environmental resource agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
farmers, owners and neighbors in the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for 
this portion of the Green North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, 
impacts to active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, Corps of 
Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and the Project Team 
met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing environment in the vicinity of the 
proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been held to discuss ongoing concerns and 
design an alignment that would preserve the affected farm properties and homes while 
minimizing impacts to wetlands in the area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is proposing the 
Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 301 in this area.  
Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor from south of the Cedar 
Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall properties, where it then curves to the 
east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT is also proposing a minimization and mitigation 
package that will compensate for the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands 
and forest, in coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 

The need for the Spur Road has been demonstrated by the traffic projections, which indicate 
more than twice as much traffic (14,500 vehicles per day (vpd) versus 6,200 vpd) on SR 15 
(Choptank Road, north of Churchtown Road) and more than 30% more traffic (37,200 vpd 
versus 27,900 vpd) on US 301/SR 896 without the Spur Road.  The option to improve US 
301/SR 896 from the Armstrong Corner Road Interchange to Summit Bridge and using this 
improved facility as the “spur” was evaluated briefly by the project team during the 
alternatives development process but was not presented at a public workshop.  This option 
was not presented because of its inability to reduce traffic congestion, improve safety and 
manage truck traffic when compared to the Spur Road on the ridge alignment.  This 
alternative was evaluated in greater detail as a result of continuing coordination efforts with 
the Middletown Corridor Coalition.  However, the additional effort has led to the same 
conclusion, i.e., the Green North plus the Spur Road is still preferred over the Green North 
Alternative without the Spur but with improvements to existing US 301.   
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Response to Bertha Hobson:

Thank you for your comment. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Nick Tramonti-Bonet:

Thank you for your comment.  

(See also the responses to Susan Love, Public Testimony, January 9, 2007.)  

The reasons for DelDOT’s recommendation of Green North as the preferred 
alternative, and the reasons why the other alternatives were not recommended, are 
documented in Chapter V of the DEIS, in the public workshops and public hearings 
displays and handouts, and in Chapter II of the FEIS.   

We have two recorded sightings of bald eagle nesting sites in the project area.  
Although the bald eagle was recently removed from the federal endangered species 
list, both of these sites remain protected under federal regulations such as the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the USFWS Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  
The US 301 project will provide buffers and potentially time-of-year restrictions to 
protect nesting eagles.  .   

A 16-foot by 2,000-foot visual earth berm is proposed to screen the residences 
adjacent to US 301 from the roadway; this should shield residences from vehicle 
headlights.  There will also be a benefit in noise reduction from the visual berm.  
Existing noise levels are 45 dBA, measured at a location at 828 Woodline Drive in 
your community; noise levels are predicted to be elevated to 57 dBA upon 
construction for the Green Alternative.  The visual berm may provide up to 5 dBA 
reduction in noise. 

The highway is not proposed to be fully lighted; lighting is proposed only at 
interchanges and toll plazas and in areas of safety concern.  Highway lighting can 
also be shielded from nearby residences.  Lighting will be determined during final 
design. 
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Response to Dave and Donna Singleton:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Michael Brico:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to comment:

Improvements are programmed to relieve congestion at the I-95/SR 1 interchange, 
which include the construction of direct ramps between I-95 and SR 1 in both 
directions, separating through traffic from local traffic.  These improvements are 
scheduled for completion in 2013, based on the FY2008 – FY 2013 Capital 
Transportation Program. This completion schedule is dependant on the availability 
of state and federal funding.  The new interchange was designed to relieve existing 
congestion and accommodate future traffic volumes. The potential diversion of US 
301 traffic to SR 1 was considered during the design of the new interchange 
improvements.  Additional capacity on I-95 from SR 1 to SR 141 is currently under 
construction as well. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to Richard Wooleyhan:

Thank you for your comment. 

(See also Section 4, Public Testimony, January 9, 2007). 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to Jeff Seemans:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Response to Carol Geiger:

Thank you for your comment. 

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s 
issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and right-of-way 
acquisition is estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction 
following, beginning in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to 
complete depending on funding. 

Whether new US 301 is constructed in segments or in its entirety, the sequence of 
construction and the schedule for construction will be determined as the availability 
of funding is firmed up.  As the design phase proceeds, DelDOT will maintain as 
many options as possible for the construction.  Once funding issues are resolved, 
the Department will announce the approach to building new US 301. 
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Response to comment:

Thank you for your comment. 
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Comment of James Young (copied for legibility): 
I am not directly affected by your preferred route so I am now at the stage of 
feeling DelDOT is now in a condition of “overkill” on this project.  Meeting costs 
etc. far overshadow additional knowledge and benefit you gain.  What has to be 
kept in mind is the money situation which is almost illusionary now.  To talk about 
a more/less expensive alternative 20 yrs. In the future makes no sense and 
hopefully is not the only basis for final choice. 
I think it is time to retire some of the choices and move to a final choice and then 
concentrate on figuring how to raise revenues. 

Response to James Young:

Thank you for your comment. 

DelDOT is proceeding toward final project development for US 301, based on the 
Preferred Alternative.  Funding is, and will remain, a real concern for the 
Department.  Traditional funding (Transportation Trust Fund, federal grants) is 
being explored in addition to the collection of tolls to offset the cost.  Public 
involvement is only one important aspect of the project development process, and 
DelDOT will continue to involve the public in the project as we move forward. 

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s 
issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and  right-of-way 
acquisition is estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction 
following, beginning in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to 
complete depending on funding. 
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Response to Lee Eldredge:

Thank you for your comment.   

A comprehensive public involvement program is required throughout the planning 
process.  Making an informed decision without significant public input on a major 
complex project such as US 301 is simply poor public policy and not consistent 
with federal and state policy.  

To date, approximately $7.5 million has been spent on the project development 
phase of this project, including, among other things, the workshops, engineering, 
environmental analysis, and preparation of environmental documentation.  This 
figure represents slightly more than one percent of the overall project cost.  
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Response to Doris Wooleyhan:

Thank you for your comment. 

(begins on next page) 
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Response to Doris Wooleyhan:

Thank you for your comment. 

DelDOT received the map proposing Option 4B, with signatures as noted, during 
the Public Hearing.  [Option 4B is a hand-drawn alignment that would traverse the 
distance between Boyds Corner Road and Jamison Corner Road approximately 
1,500 feet east of the alignment presented in the DEIS (shown on this map as 
Option 1)].  DelDOT is committed to working with the environmental resource 
agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and the farmers, owners and neighbors in 
the Ratledge Road community to develop an alignment for this portion of the Green 
North Alternative that will minimize, to the greatest extent possible, impacts to 
active farmlands and minimize impacts to the wetland area.   

To this end, representatives from the Ratledge Road/Jamison Corner neighborhood, 
Corps of Engineers, FHWA, DelDOT, DNREC, the Delaware News Journal and 
the Project Team met in the field on January 30, 2007, to review the existing 
environment in the vicinity of the proposed options.  Follow up meetings have been 
held to discuss ongoing concerns and design an alignment that would preserve the 
affected farm properties and homes while minimizing impacts to wetlands in the 
area.   

As a result of the community’s concerns and ongoing consultation, DelDOT is 
proposing the Option 4B Modified alignment as the preferred alignment of new US 
301 in this area.  Option 4B Modified essentially is aligned on the DP&L corridor 
from south of the Cedar Lane School complex to the boundary of the Whitehall 
properties, where it then curves to the east toward Jamison Corner Road.  DelDOT 
is also proposing a minimization and mitigation package that will compensate for 
the increased impacts this alignment will cause to wetlands and forest, in 
coordination with the resource agencies.  The option and commitments in the 
mitigation package are included in the FEIS and ROD. 
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Response to David Guinnup:

(begins on following page) 
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Response to David Guinnup:

Thank you for your comment. 

We look forward to receiving your formal statement.  Some right-of-way 
acquisition is being handled through an advanced acquisition process and funding 
for right-of-way and design will be allocated during the fiscal year, after 
completion of the FEIS and ROD. 

We anticipate completion of the FEIS in the fall of 2007.  Following FHWA’s 
issuance of the Record of Decision (ROD), engineering design and right-of-way 
acquisition is estimated to take up to four years (2008-2011), with construction 
following, beginning in 2012.  Construction could take from four to 10 years to 
complete depending on funding. 

(Mr. Guinnup included an informational brochure with his comment that is 
reproduced on the following pages.) 
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